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Nabeel Farooq Butt is currently a Ph.D. student at
the University of Waterloo, Canada. Previously, he
has worked as a Research Associate in Dritte.org
where he worked on networked systems for the de-
veloping world.

Shakeel Butt is currently a Ph.D. student in the
Computer Science department at Rutgers University.
Previously, he has worked as a Research Associate in
dritte.org where he worked on the architecture of
the DitTorrent peer-to-peer system.

Ahsan Latif Chudhary is a Research Associate in
Dritte.org, where his work focuses on problems of
information access in the developing world.
Chudhary holds a Master’s in Computer Science
from Carnegie Mellon University.

Rikin Gandhi is an Assistant Researcher in the Tech-
nology for Emerging Markets group at Microsoft Re-
search India and is also Chief Executive Ofªcer of
Digital Green.

Ganesh Ghimire is a freelance anthropologist
working in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Pat Hall, retired from the UK Open University in
2005, is currently Visiting Professor in the Depart-
ment of Computer Science and Engineering at
Kathmandu University in Nepal, and an International
Collaborator in the Localisation Area of the Centre
for Next Generation Localisation (CNGL) in Ireland.

Kathi Kitner is a cultural anthropologist and Senior
Research Scientist in the People and Practices Re-
search group at Intel Research. She has conducted
applied research on social change, technologies and
development in Mexico, Venezuela, Chile, the Carib-
bean, Brazil and the United States.

Renee Kuriyan is a Research Scientist in the People
and Practices Research group at Intel Research. She
has a background in development studies focused in
India and East Africa. Her research looks at the cul-
tural politics of consumption, the middle class, and
ICTD.

Ghulam Murtaza is a Ph.D. candidate in the Com-
puter Science Department at LUMS, Pakistan. His re-
search focuses on improving the accessibility and
performance of Internet in the developing world.

Sergiu Nedevschi is a Postdoctoral Researcher with
the International Computer Science Institute, associ-
ated with Intel Research Berkeley. He is currently in-
vestigating solutions for green, energy-efªcient
networks. He is also interested in the economic and
social aspects of computer networking in developing
regions.

Maria Newton is a socio-linguist currently studying
in London, UK, to teach English as a Foreign Lan-
guage.

Joyojeet Pal is a Postdoctoral Research Associate at
the Center for Information and Society at the School
of Information, University of Washington. His recent
work is on children’s use of computers in the devel-
oping world.

Balaji Parthasarathy is the ICICI Associate Profes-
sor at the International Institute of Information Tech-
nology, Bangalore.

Rabin Patra is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department
of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at
the University of California, Berkeley. His current re-
search interests are developing innovative and cost-
effective communication technologies tailored for
the disadvantaged regions of the world.

Udai Singh Pawar works as an Assistant Re-
searcher with the Technologies for Emerging Mar-
kets Group at Microsoft Research India in Bangalore.
His current research interests are in IT for rural edu-
cation—where he has worked on novel hardware
and software interfaces for rural settings.

Madelaine Plauche is a research associate in the
Human Language Technologies Research Group at
the Meraka Institute in South Africa. Her recent
work is in developing multilingual open source soft-
ware tools for humanitarian organizations, especially
considering the human factors in speech recognition
based interfaces.

Krithi Ramamritham is the Vijay and Sita Vashee
Chair Professor in the Department of Computer Sci-
ence and Engineering at the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Bombay. During the past few years, he has
been interested in the use of Information and Com-
munication Technologies for creating tools aimed at
socio-economic development.
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Vanaja Ramprasad is Managing Trustee and Direc-
tor of GREEN Foundation and a Member of the
IFOAM World Board.

Umar Saif is Associate Professor of Computer Sci-
ence in the School of Science and Engineering at
LUMS, Pakistan. His research interests broadly span
computer systems with a particular focus on ICT for
Development. Dr. Saif leads the Dritte.org initiative
on developing world technologies.

Kentaro Toyama is Assistant Managing Director of
Microsoft Research India, where he also leads the
Technology for Emerging Markets group as a Princi-
pal Researcher.

Rajesh Veeraraghavan is a Ph.D. candidate in the
School of Information at the University of California,
Berkeley and was formerly an Associate Researcher
at Microsoft Research India.

Naga Yasodhar is an Assistant Manager at
Citigroup and was formerly an Intern at Microsoft
Research India.

98 Information Technologies and International Development

CONTRIBUTORS




